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ADDITAMENTUM ad Obfervati- 
onum felectarum ad Rem Literariam fpe- 
ctantium Tomos Decem. 1710. 


That is, 4 Supplement to the ten Volumes of 
Select Obfervations relating to Learning. 
1710. in 8vo. Pagg. 383. 


siones Hallenfes , publifh’d at HaZ in Ten Volumes 

in 8vo. at feveral times , were made by feveral 
Hands, and printed under the Dire&tion of M. Thomaj/ius, 
Profeffor of Civil Law in that Univerfity. ‘Tis faid that 
the Perfons, concern’d in that Work, do not defign to go 
on with it ; and thar this Sz anges will be the laft Piece 
of that Kind. It confifts of IV Obfervations, or rather 
Differtations. 


I. The firft is entitl’d , De ufs G abufu Mechanifmi in 
Corporibus Animantibus. 


II. The Title of the Second runs thus. Appendix ee 
Commentatio Juridica ad L. Quifquis C. ad L. Jul. Ma- 


jeft 


III. The Author of the Third Differtation undertakes 

to fhew, that there are no Irregular Verbs in the Greek 

Tongue. Quod apud Graecos non fint Anomala. TO prove 

it, he obferves 1. That a Verb is faid to be Regular when 

it follows the common Rule. The Verb wz7w is the 

common Rule, and therefore, fays he , all Greek Verbs 

that are formed like the Verb wazw , ought to be look’d 

upon as Regular, though the Charaéteriftick be changed 

in fome Tenfes, and notwithftanding the Contrattion of 
fome Verbs, Gc. 2. Thofe Verbs, that are commonly 
thought to be Irregular, are not fo. In the firft Place, 
the Prefent and Imperfe& Tenfes of thofe Verbs muft 
needs beRegular,fince they are formed like the Verb me 
7a. Thus aavOdyw, capio, es, , &c. is conjugated like 
TuTTw, es, e, Sec. And the Imperfe& Tenfe eadulaver; 
es, ¢, &c, agrees with the Imperfect wajov, es, ¢, &c. 
The fame may be faid of the Prefent Tenfe of Saw, volo, 
es, et, &c. and the Imperfe& ~3sacy vel nSeaov, Attic. 
es, ¢, &c. and of #3, habeo, ess, es, &c. and the Imper- 
fet ener, es, ¢, &¢. And fo of all other Verbs, except 


Gs HE Sele& Obfervations, commonly call'd Obferva- 





the Verbs in ws. 3. As for the other Tenfes of thofe 
Verbs, that are call’d Irregular, ic ought to be oblerved 
that they are derived from an ancient Root, that was for- 
merly in ufe ; and then they will be found Regular. ‘T hus 
from the old Root 94a, babeo, proceeds Futur. 1. iow, 
Perfect. E9uxa, Perfect. Pafl. guar. Aor. ». ¢9¢3nr, Fu- 
tur, 1. 9¢dIncouat, The Future 2, A&. fhould be ga, 
from whence comes the Aor. 2. fg¢v. To proceed in the 
Author’s own Words: ‘‘ Ab antiquo Themate aia, 
“ capio, eft Futurum,1. Aino. Perfectum Aéanoz. Perfe- 
“€ &um Paffivum atanuuat, Futurum 2. A&, Aaa; hinc 
“ Aor. 2. tAa@ov. Aor. 2. Med. ¢raCéum. Ab antiquo 
“ was, difco, eft Futurum 1.uaSicw. Perfectum je- 
“ udSueg. Futurum 2, wed, & hinc Aor. 2. {uaSop". 
4. Thofe Verbs, that want fome Moods, Tenfes, or Per- 
fons, ought not to be call’d Irregular, but defective or im- 
perfe&t. The Author confirms his Opinion by the Tefti- 
mony of Michael Neander, a very Learned Man, who, in 
his Erotemate Grece Lingua , makes no mention of any 
Irregular Verbs, and exprefles himfelf thus: Rarum Ver. 
bum eft apud Gracos, qued omnibus fuis Tempori bus abfolutum, 
non indigeat aliquo tempore, ab alio Themate mutuando: ¢ di- 
verfo rarifimum Anomalon, quod faltem unicam Perfonam abf- 
que Analogia confici at. , 

Thefe Obfervations will not be new to thofe, who 
have reflected upon the Greek Tongue , or read the beft 
Grammars, efpecially that of Caninius, a moft excellent 
Grammarian ; but they may be of fome ufe to others. Ic 
is highly probable that the Knowledge of the Greek 
Tongue would be more common than it is, if our Gram- 
mars were not clogged with fo many needlefs Rules and 
chimerical Irregularities, whereby young People are dif- 
couraged from learning that beautiful Language, which 
makes the moft confiderable Part of Literature. 


IV. In the Fourth Differtation, entitl’d De Divinatione 
Jofeph per Scyphum, the Author endeavours to explain chefe 
Words of Genefis, Chap. XLIV. v. 5. Js mot this it, ( the 
Cup) in which my Lord drinketh, and whereby indeed he di- 
vineth ? Few People will approve his Conjefture. He 
fays that Fofeph, fitting down at Table, had his Silver-cup 
in his Hands, whenever he defign’d co foretel things to 
come, or toexert the Faculty of Divination , which God 
beftowed upon him. _Whilft he was mufing upon thofe 
Things, he moved his Cup feveral Ways, louk’d upon ir, 
turn’ditround, &¢, From whence all the Servants, who 
waited upon him, concluded that fofiph was a great Di- 
viner byVirctue of hisCup. Aacarchany ae ourAuthor,; 
when his Steward overtook his Brethren, he told them, 


I; not thie the Cup, in which my Lord drinketh, and whereby 
p Cec 


indecd he divineth ? V. The 
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V. The Fifth Differtation runs upon the Uncertainty 
of Hiftory , De Incertitudine Hiftorica. — I fhall give the 
Subftance of thatDifcourfe,without “— any thingo «. 

Hiftory, fays the Author, is mot capa le of any De- 

monftration, and is only built upon Probability, of which 
there are three Degrees. The Firft concerns all thofe Facts, 
that are fo highly probable, that no folid Argument can 
be alledged tothe contrary : They afford a moral Cer- 
tainty, which fully convinces us of the Truth of them. 
Thus, for inftance, no reafonable Man can deny that Cz- 
far made War with Pompey, and Charlemagne with the 
Saxons ; that Henry IV. King of France was excommunt- 
cated by Pope Gregory XIII. ; and that the fame Prince 
was engaged in private Amours. The Scepticks them- 
felves will not raife any difficulty about fuch general Faéts. 
There are other Faéts, that are indeed probabie ; but fome 
plaufible Objections may be made againft them : Howe- 
ver if thofe Objections be duly confider’d , they will not 
appear fufficient to make onedouwbt of them. This is the 
Second Degree of Hiftorical Probability. Thus, for Exam. 
ple , *tis more probable chat the Emperor Charles V. un- 
dertook the War of $malcalde,to deprive the States of their 
Liberty, than to punifh thofe, who oppofed his Authori- 
ty; though he made ufe of rhis Pretence. °*Tis more pro- 
bable that the fame Emperor refign’d the Empire and all 
his Kingdoms, becaufe he was weary of his ill Fortune, 
than out of Devotion, and to live a quiet Life, Oc. ‘Tis 
more probable that Henry VIII. refolved to divorce his 
Confort, not fo much out of a fcruple of Conicience, as 
becaufe he was weary of her. Some Hiftorical Facts af- 
ford a Third Degree of Probability , which is counterba- 
Janced by fo many Reafons equally probable, that the Rea- 
ders find themfelves puzzled, and obliged to fufpend their 
Judgment. Thus, one may difpute on both Sides, whe- 
‘cher there ever was a Pope foan ? The different Account 
we find in Hiftorians, of Mary Queen of Scotland, makes 
it very difficult to judge of the Matter. The laft Defigns 
of Wallenfein were fo intricate, that Chancellor Oxenftiern 
himfelf confeft, he could never dive into the bottom of 
them. 

It is with Hiftorical Phenomena as with thofe of Nature. 
We fee the Effe@ts of Narural Powers’; but their Catifles 
are unknownto us. In like manner we fee Wars and Al- 
liances, Kingdoms that flourifh and decay , Cc. but we 
are ignorant of the true Caufes andfecret Springs of thofe 
Events. Queen Elizabeth could never be periuaded to 
marry : Tis in vain to pretend to know the Reafon of it. 
Philip 11. King of Spain confined tis eldeft Son Don Carlos 
co a Prifon, where fe died : ’Tisnot known what Crime 
he was guilty of , and whether .his Father exercifed too 
great a Severity upon him, Charlemagne was engaged in 
many bloody Wars with the Saxon’: Who can tell whe- 
ther he did ic out of Ambition; or) as he pretended , out 
of Zeal for the Propagation of rhe Chriftian Faith ? Eve- 
ry Body knows that Guftavus. Adolphus died neat Lurzen ; 
but the Circumftances of his Death are varioufly reported. 
Few People are ignorant of the Reafons why the King of 
Sweden made War in Germanys but *cis not known yet 
why the Eleftor of Saxony, who was the moft confidera- 
ble Prince among the Proteftants of that Country, could 
fee what pals in Gérwany and Bohemia againft the Prote- 
{tants without fhewing any Concern for it ; and why he 
did not fide with the Swedes, till he found it neceffary to 
defend his own Country, 

The Uncertainty of Hiftory is chiefly to be afcribed 
to the Partiality of Hiftorians. Mott of them make it 
their Bufinefs to write Inve&tives or Panegyricks. Few 
imitate Thyarive' } whereas many -tread in Sandoval’s 
Steps. Thuanus isto be commended, becaufe he not 
only obferves the Faults of the Emperor Charles V. but 
at the fame time takes notice of bis Virtues. On the 
contrary , Sandoval fhews himfelf to be an extravagant 
Flatterer : He endeavours to derive the Genealogy of 
that Prince from Adam: He is fo ridiculous, as to al- 
ledge the Encomiums beftow'd upon him by feveral 
Learned Men in their Epiftles Dedicatory , as a Proof 
of his great Virtues ; and does not {eruple to affirm that 
the Sun flopt in Favour of that Emperor, during the Bat- 
tel of Mulberg. Eufebius, Eginardus , Paulus Joviue, Pre- 
fident Gramend, &c. ought to be reckon’d among flatter. 
ing and partial Hiftotians. 

Phe Greek and Reman Hiftorians highly commend the 
moft inconfiderable A@ions of their Countrymen , but 
take no notice of their Injuftice and Imprudence. The 
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noble Exploits of the Barbarians don’t appear in their Hi 


r OWn, 


wefhould perhaps lefs admire the Greeks and the Roman; 


The Greck Writers of the Roman Hiftory, fuch as Diony f, 

Halicarnaffeus , Dion Caffius, Polybius , Herodian , Been 
more credible, becaufe they are more fincere, lad 
fome Diftin@ion ouglit to be made between the Seer 
Hiftorians. If Livy, Velleius Paterculus, Flory, 4 ‘d 
others, difcover a great Partiality ; Tacitus ang ‘a 

nius appear more fincere and impartial. Quingy, + a 
tius is an extravagant Panegyrift ; for which he we 
been juftly cenfur’d by M. le Clerc. M. Perizoniys ~ 
dertook to vindicate that Hiftorian againft thar Learned 
Man, but did nor fucceed in his Attempt. 

The Flattery of the Writers of Hiftories increafed ; 
the following Ages. The Monks and the Secular Cler. 
gy, fetting up for Hiftorians, cried up thofe Princes who 
beftow'd Riches and Honours upon them , tho’ never (5 
vicious , and ignorant of the Art of Reigning. On the 
contrary, they made it their Bufinefs to give an ill Ch, 
racter of thofe who kept a watchful Eye over them and 
did not perfecute Good Men falfly accufed of Herefy 

The Partiality of feveral Hiftorians difcovers jr jag 
in a particular manner, by extolling che Antiquity of 
theirown Nation. Olaus Rudbeckius, Profeflor of Phy. 
fick in the rags vg | of Upfal, has eminently diftinguith’g 
himfelf upon that Account , by his Book entitl'd gy. 
tica, feu de vera Fapheti pofterorum fede ac patria, If 
one may believe that Learned Man, Sweden is the firft 
Country that was inhabited after the Deluge. The f. 
mous Atlantica, mention’d by Plato, is no other than 
Sweden, What Homer fays of the Ifle of Ogyeia, ought 
to be underftood of that Country. The Fortunate Iflands 
and the Gardens of the Hefperides, mutt be look’d forin 
Scandinavia. The Argonaute failed into Sweden. The 
Swedifh Language is the moft Ancient ; and the Greek; 
borrow’d their Letters from the Swedes, &Xc. 

Some Hiftorians are mercenary Writers. Thuanus ine 
forms us, that Paulus Fouius received a yearly Penfion 
from Francs 1. The Conftable Montmorencgy order'd his 
Name to be ftruck out of the Lift of Penfioners, after 
the Death of Henry Ii. which Jovius refented to fuch 
a degree , that he very much inveighed againft the 
Conftable in the XXXIft Book of his Hiftories. Eve. 
ry body, knows that Baronius and Palavicini were made 
Cardinals; the one for writing the Annals of the 
Church , and the other for Compofing the Hiftory of 
the Council of Trent ; Two Works written with grea 
Partiality. But is there any Writer who does nor fs 
vour his own Se&? The Vroteftant Hiftorians are not 
free from that Fault : And becaufe Religion has a grear 
Influence upon Men, Partiality does much more pre 
vail in Ecciefiaftical Hiftory than in any other, This 
might afford Matter for a long Digreffion ; but fuch a 
Parallel] would be too odious, 

The Hatred and Animofity of feveral Hiftorians, are 
alfo a great Caufe of the Uncertainty of Hiftery. Eve. 
ry body knows how many Calumnies have been vented 
by the Roman-CazhoJicks againtt Luther and Calvin. The 
Proteftants, on the other fide, are too apt to believe 
many Things difadvantageous to the Church of Rome. 
To give fome Inftances of it: Tis faid that Pope Le 
X. {poke thefe Words to Cardinal Bembo, upon his) 
alledging a Paflage of the Gofpel : Quantum nobis noftrifs 
gue ea de Chrifto Phila profuerit,, [atis eft omnibus feculus 
notum. This is to be found in Morneus’s Myftere d’ inis 
quité, pag. 584. A vaft Number of other Wrigers after 
Mornaus, have inferted the fame Paflage in thei Writings’ 
without quoting any Author for ic but Fohm Bale , am 
Englifbman. The Teftimony of fuch an Author can be 
of no Weight upon fuch ap Occafion. As the Romane 
Catholicks would make themfelves ridiculous, if, in order 
to prove an Hiftorical Faét difadvancageous to rhe Protee': 
ftants, they fhould quote a Writer, who forfook the Pro- 
teftant Religion to embrace theirs ; in like manner, the 
Proteftants cannot, according to the Rules of Equity, 
alledge the Teftimony of John Bale, who being aCar- 


melite, turn’d Proteftant , and. writ feveral Bodks againlt 
the Clrurch of Rome. 

We read alfo in feveral Proteftant Authors, that Pope 
Julius U1. being ready to enter upon a military Expediti+ © 
on, {poke thefe Words: If St. Petet’s Keys will not do, let 
us make ufe of St. Paul's Sword. Many Writers have quos 
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ted this Saying from Morneus’s MySery of Iniguity, a Book 
which contains many Things, that will not bear a fevere 
Examination. The only Author quoted by Morszns, is 
Gilbertus Ducherius , a Native of Aigueperfe in Auvergne, 
whofe Epigrams were publith’d at Geneva in 1538. The 
Ppigram relating to Fulias II. runs thus. 


In Gaksasn, ut fama eff, bedum gefurus acerbam 
Armatem educit Fuliss artemanam. | 

Accinthus gladio, Claves in Tibridis amnem 
Projicit, @ fevas talia verba facit : 

Qeum Perri nihil efficient ad proclia Claucs, 
Asxilio Pauli forfitan Enfis erit. 


Hotoman (in brute fulmine) quotes Arnoldus Ferronz}, a Ca- 
tholick Writer , who mentions this Story in rhe Life of 
Lewis X1f.; but he does it in a doubtful manner ; Quin 
uulzatum eft, fays he, jécome confio an vero, &c. and there- 
fore Hetoman fhould not have cited that Hiftorian. The 
Qaotations, alledged in Controverfial Books, ought to be 
carefully examin’d, 

Here the Author of this Diflertation imparts to the 
Publick a Coaje&ture, thar came into his Mind as he was 
reading the Life of Charles the Big. *Tis commonly 
{aid %, that this Prince, being weak in bis Body and 
Mind, was forfaken by his Subje&s upon chat account. 
Bur the Auchor thinks his Misfortune ought to be afcri- 
bed to the Clergy, whom he had exaiperated. That 
Prince expell’d Luidwerdys , Bithop of Verctil, whom he 
fufpeéted to be too familiar with the Queen, Hinc ide La- 
chryme, {ays our Author, For, was it not avery hei- 
nous Crime, to entertain fuch Thoughts of a Holy 
Man, of a Bifhop? The Queen proved her Ianocence, 
by touching fome hot buraing Plow-fhares, according 
to the fuperftitious Cuftom of that Time. It was an 
eafy thing for her to rub her Hands with an Ointment 
that was proof against Fire, as we fee it daily pra&tifed 
by Jugglers. Such Tricks were not unknown to the 
Clergy , who by that means had a great Influence upon 
the People. Thus every body believed thar the Queen 
and the Bifhop were innocent, and look’d upon the King 
as an unjuft and impious Man. Whereupon he was de- 
throned at the Inftigation of the Clergy , who found it 


neceflary for their Honour to {pread a Report that Ke was 
‘a Lunatick, and confequently not qualified to reign any 


longer. Patet binc, lays our Author, guid efficere queant 
calumniae Hiforicorum, prafertim fi Clerics fine. 
Malice zad Calumay do more contribute to the Un- 


certainty of Hiftory, than the mot fhameful Flatteries. 


The Arts of a flattering Hiftorian may ealily be difco- 
verd without any great Judgment ; for he reprefents 
Men, not fuch as they-are, but fuch as they fhould be ; 
and forms to himfelf an Idea of Virtue and Perfe&ion 
that exifl no where. Bucan Hiftorian well skillid in the 
Art of Slaadering, will eafily be credited; for Men are 
naturally more inclined to believe the Faults of others, 
than their good Qualities. Befides, Elatterers are look'd 
upon as Men of a fervile Spirit, and very much defpis'd ; 
whereas a cunning Satyrift ampofes upon the Reader, 
who fancies that his beld way of writing proceeds from 


his Love forT ruth, which makes him lay open the Faults 


of Great Men, Sed. ambitionem Scriptoris (lays t Tacitas) 
facile averferis : Obtreébatio & limer pronis aurtbus acci- 
piuntur. Quippe adulationi foedum crimen fervitutis , ma- 
lignitati falfa fpecies libertetis ineft, Tho’ Tiberius and 
‘Nero were far from being good Princes, many Things 
have been {aid of them, that are either falle or excuiable. 
Trajan is very much commended ; and yet, not to men- 
tion his Drunkeanefs, he did many imprudent Things. 
Thefe Words, <Accipe hunc Gladium, fi relie imperavero, 
pro me; fin male, contra me, {poken by that Emperor 
to a Centurion, when he deliye:'d his Sword to him, are 
commonly alledged as a remarkable Jaftance of his Cle- 
mency : But our Author tays nothing could be more im- 
prudent, By that means, fays be, Zrajan made that Cen- 
turion his Judge, and even jus Emperor.. Headds, that 
thé great Liberality of thac,Prince to the Learned, was 
the Reafon why they beftow’d fo many Encomiums up- 
n him, 
. Fear is another Caufe of the Uncertainty of Hiftory. 
Many Hittorians are afraid of {peaking the Truth , and 





> a Vid. Chron. Rhegironis Prumienfis Lib, 2. ad’ ann: 
888.in Tomo Freberjaao. : 
+ Hiftor. lib. I. Cap. 
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frequently difguife Matters of Fa&. Bocealini and Bather 
Paul knew by their own Experience, how dangerous it is 
to write fincerety-~ Camden did not think fit that the Se. 
cond Part of his Hiftory fhould come out in his Life- 
time. The lait Part of Thxanus’s Hiftory would perhaps 
have been loft after his Death, if the Auchor had not put 
a Copy of it into the Hands of George Michael Lingefbeim ; 
for the Executors of his Will were afraid of publithing 
it. Procopivs declares in che beginning of his Secret Hiffo- 
ry, that he durft not write a true Hiftory of yufinian and 
Theodora, whillt they were alive. : 20 

Hiftorians relate many Things, of which they are not 
fufficiently inform’d, or only grounded upon a commen 
Report, Thole who write the Hiftory of ancient Times, 
follow che old Hiftorians; and ‘tis no eafy ching for them 
to diftinguith Truth from Falfhood. The wifeit Men are 
not free from Prejndices; and therefore ‘tis not to be 
expected that any Hifterian fhould write with a per- 
fect Impartiality. Befides, no Hiftorian, tho’ never fo 
fincere , can get a fufficient Knowledge of all Circum- 
ftances ; and yet the Ignorance of a {mall Circumftance 
may occafion a great Ersorin Hiftory. Nay, the very 
Archives, out of which fome Hiftorians fetch their Ma- 
terials, are not always to be dependéd on. It wasin vain 
for Pallavicini to appealto the Archives of the Vatican, 
when he writ againft Father Paul: His Hiftory of the 
Council of Zrent was not look’d npon as more Authentick 
on that Account. 

‘Tis alfo to be obferved that Hiftorians do very much 
differ in their Accounts of the fame Events. Every Hi- 
ftorian writes for the Glory of his Country, and 
itrives to raife it above others. If the Carthaginians had 
Writ a Hiftory of the Punick War , we thould find in ic 
many things contrary to what we read in Livy. If Ambj- 
erix , or fome other General of Gaul, had tranfimitted to 
Pofterity fome Memoirs, like thofe of Cefar, they would 
afford us a new Example of Hiftorical Contradi@ions. 
The Author concludes, that a wife Man will read Hifto- 
ry, not fo much to be exa@ly informed of the. Truth of 
former Events, as to know the Chara&er of Hiftorians, 
and to. get a more perfeft Knowledge of Human Nature, 
whereby he may be able vo form to himfelf fome Rules 
for the Condu& of his Life. 


VI. The Lion, that was kill’d by Samfon, makes the 
Subje& of the Sixth Diflertation, De Leone a Simfome di- 
lacerato. We read in the Book of Fudger, Chap. XIV. 
v. §, 6. That Semfon went down, and hu Father and Mother , 
to Timnath, and cama to the vineyards of Timnath: Amd be- 
held ayoung Lion reared againft him. and the Spirit of the 
Lord came mighrily upon bim, and he rent bim at he would have 
rint @ Kid, and he had nothing in bis band. The Author, 
in order to thew that Semfon kill'd that Lion without any 
Miracle, makes the following Obfervations. 1. That 
Lion, fays he, was a young one ; and therefore Samfon 
did not want a miraculous Power to kill him. 2, He 
quotes fome Heathen Authors , who inform us that thofe 
Animals have been kill’d by feveral Perfons : To which 
he adds, that according to Pliny (iff: Net. Lib. VILL cap. 
16.) the Lions of Syria \are neither fe bold nor {0 ftrong 
as thofe of Eurdpe. 3. If it be objected, thar the faceed 
Writer fays the Spirit of the Lord camewpon Samfen ; he an- 


. fwers, firlt, that whatever Men do through the Spirit of 


God , cannot be faid to be Miraculous and Supernatural - 
Secondly, that thefe Words the Sprit of the Lord, rowah 
Jehovah, ought to be underftood in this place, agthey are 
in feveral others; where roush fignifies che Miad, and 
the Word Jehovah added to it, fomething Great, Extrapr- 
dinary, mof Excellent and Powerful. Wherefore he cakes 
to be this, viz. that 5 thro’ 
the greatnefs of his Mind felt avimpulfe, which moved 
him vo fall upon theLionjand tear him in pieces. To confirm 


this Explication, he conchades his .Difcourle with thefe 


words. “ Eefi hoc loco Schevabreush Spicitum S. 
o” intellexeris , tu videris Nncads 


, qui ite in Simfone 
“ Scortatore permaneré, cum capillis ab i,% cam 
“ jifdem rorfumfutcrefcere potusrie? dtem quid tandem 
“ exillo Spiitu Sink fa@urus fis, qui 1 Sam. XVI. fq. 
‘* appellatur malusSpiriias, & tamen ceodem, |v. 23, 
“ alibique Spiritus Dei, item Spiritas de Deo expreffe di- 


‘*-crtur. . Seemrecsy sa 
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FRANCFORT. 


T HE following Book has been printed here. 


Waaci Volmari L. B. de Rieden Diarium, five Protocolum 
ae publicorum Pacis Monaftericnfis © Ofnabrugenjis. 
Francofurti, 1710, im Fol. , 


Ifsac Volmar , Doktor of the Laws , Counfellor to the 
Archduke putter Charles, and Prefident of his Cham- 
ber, was one of the Emperor’s Plenipotentiaries at the 
Peace of Wefiphalia, He died in the Year 1662. Wicque- 
fort, in his Sage of the Ambaffador, fays, he was one of 
the Ableft Minifters who affifted at the Peace ; and com- 
mends him for his Learning and great Humanity , and 
his other Virtues. . 

Thefe Memoirs, in which Volmar carefully inferted the 
moft remarkable Things that happen’d at Manfer and 
Ofnabrug , begin in September 1643. and end in Fanuary 

1648, He relates, among other Things, with what Re- 
luctancy the Catholicks confented to the Demands of the 
Proteftants, relating to the Bifhopricks of Minden and Of- 
nabrug. Volmar himfelf did mightily infift upon their be- 
ing reftored to the Catholicks. He faid, the Proteftants 
were already pofleft of Fifteen Bifhopricks, and Six Pre- 
Jatures of the Empire , befides a vaft Number of other 
Ecclefiaftical Preferments ; and that the Catholicks were 
willing to yield them all up to the Proteftants for ever, 
excepting only thofe Two Bifhopricks. He added, that 
fucha Reftitution was the more reafonable ; becaufe, were 
it not for the Swedes, the Proteftants would have been ob- 
liged to reftore all, But John Adler Salvius, the Swe 
aifh Plenipotentiary , anfwer’d, that fuch a thing could 
not be done; adding , that Francis Wiliam , Bifhop of 
Ofnabrug, was fo generally hated by the Inhabitants, that 
they often intreated the Proteftant Ambafladors, with 
Tears in their Eyes, not to fuffer that they fhould fall 
again under his Power, fince no Good could be expe&- 
ed from a Man, who had bound himfelf by an Oath to 
extirpate the Hereticks. The French Plenipotentiary, 
who aflifted at chat Conference , was ve prefling upon 
the Swedifh Ambaflador to make him defift from that Pre- 
tenfion: He reprefented that the Queen of France was 
very much afflifted, confidering how great a Lofs the Ca- 
tholick Church would fuftain , by reafon of the Alliance 
of France with Sweden. The Swedifh Plenipotentiary re- 
ply’d, That the Alliance made with France imported in 
exprefs Words, that all Thimgs fhould be reftor’d to the 
fame State they were in, in theYear 1618. when the Pro- 
teftants were already pofleft of both Bifhopricks 

Afterwards the Catholicks offer’d a Sum of Money to 
the Proteftants, if they would yield up thofe Bifhopricks. 
Whereupon Salvius faid, That fuch a thing did not be- 
come Proteftant Princes ; That ic was a fhameful Pro- 

fal, and every body would fay that Religion and Li- 
Lanty of Confcience had been fold ;. That the Citizens 
had writ aLetter to theQ. of Sweden,fo full of Complaints, 

that the could not forbear weeping ; & that fhe fent Or. 
ders to her Plenipotentiaries, not to confent by any means 
to the Reftitution of the Two Bifhopricks. He further 
faid, that the Day before, fome Officers of the Bifhop of 
Ofnabrug, hearing the Proteftants fing in their Church, 
did not {cruple to fay , that fuch a Bellowing would not 
Jaft long : Which being reported to the Senate, the Con- 
fuls went immediately to the Swedifh Ambaffadors ; and 
falling upon their Knees , intreated them not to deliver 
them up into the Hands of Francis Widiam ; {fo they cal- 
led the Bifhop. Volmar anfwer'’d , that he did not plead 
for the Perfon of the Bifhop , but for the Catholicks ; 
and that the Bifhop himfelf had declar'd he was willing 
to refign his Bifhoprick , provided the Chapter fhould be 
at liberty to chufe his Succeffor. But Salvius pofitively 
faid he could not recede from the Queen’s Orders. At 
laft Count a’ 4vsux join’d with the Swedes, tho’ not with- 


out great Difficulty ; infomuch that when the Claufe re, 
lating to Ecclefiaftical Affairs was prefented to him ¢, 
fign it, he faid , Would to God I had never loarw’d to wriz, 
Neverthelefs the Catholicks were ftillin “ey of getting 
one of the Bifhopricks. They offer'd the Elettoy or 
Brandenburg , for the Bifhoprick of Minden , the Balliages 
of Schaumburg, which the Houfe of Cafel demanded. 
Upon the Elector’s Refufal , they offer’d the fame Balj;,. 
ges to the Houfe of Brunfwick-Lumcnburg , if the would 
give over the Alternative for the Bifhoprick of Ofnabrug 
Which being refufed , this Affair was at laft determined. 
as we read in the Peace of Westphalia. 4 


PARTS. 


A N Anonymous Author has undertaken to confute 
the Principles of the Alchymifts concerning the 
Philofophers Stone. 

Examen des Prin-ipes des Alchymiftes far la Pierre Philofo. 
phale. Paris. 1711. in 120. 

The Alchymifts pretend that ’tis poffible to find out 
a Subje& proper to receive, by the help of Art, a Vir. 
tue that can digeft the Mercury of thote Metals, which 
are call'd Imperfe&, and give it a Fixednefs and Tin. 
ture, whereby it will become true Gold. They appli. 
ed themfelves to that Enquiry, becaufe they believed thar 
Metals have not acquired their Perfeftion, and that Na. 
ture defigning to change them into Gold ftopt in her 
progrefs: For they pretend that Gold is the only thing 
that is perfe&t in the metallick Kind. Wherefore their 
Defign is to finifh in thofe Metals what Nature begun to 
do. The Author confutes that Principle. He affirms 
that Gold is not more perfe& than other Metals. To 
prove it, he obferves that the Perfection of a thing con. 
lifts, either in being able to multiply it felf , or in bein 
the Invention of Nature, or in being of fome ufe wit 
refpe& to the State of pure Nature : But, fays he, none 
of thofe Qualities are to be found in Gold. ‘1. He main- 
tains that Gold does not multiply it felf more than other 
Metals ; and that it neither has nor can have any Seed, 
2. He pretends that Gold and Silver were not more pare 
ticularly defign’d by Nature than other Metals. 3. He 
affirms, that Metals are not neceflary in the State of pure 
Nature : If Adam, fays he, had preferved his Innocence, 
Gold and Silver, and all the other Metals would have 
been of no great ufe. He adds, that if we confider the 
State of Man, after his Fall, Gold and Silver will ap- 
pear very inconfiderable , fince the Inftruments ne- 
ceflary to Human Life cannot be made with thofe Two 
Metals, as they are made with Iron. 

The Author proceeds to thew that Gegeration is per- 
formed quite another way than the Alchymifts fancy, who 
believe that a Male, and a Female, and Putrefa‘tion have 
a fhare in all Generations. He fays that Generation is 
only the firft extenfion of the Parts of an Individuum, 
that is already organized ; which cannot agree with Pu- 
trefaction, whereby that Difpofition of Parts would be 
wholly deftroyed. 

The-Alchymifts pretend that rt , when added to Na- 
ture, may produce a fecond Generation in Metals: They 
alledge feveral Examples to prove it. But the Author 
fhews the Infufficiency of thofe Examples ; and, in the 
next place, examines and confutes what the Alchymifts 
fay of a Quinteffence or pure Fire which purifies every 
thing, and with which Mercury may be digefted. This 
Quinteflence is fo much criedjup by them, that they pro- 
mife to cure with it the moft defperate Difeafes, to make 
old People Young again, &e. 

Laftly, fince the Alchymifts pretend that Metals may 
be carried to a Degree of Perfection unknown to us, the 
Author fays they muft thew that fuch a thing has hap- 


pen’d heretofore ; it being the beft Method to prove the 
Poffibility of it. 
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